
Pentecost 15, September 18, 2022 (Lk 16:1-13; Amos 8:4-7; Ps 113; I Tim 2:1-7) 

 
The holy gospel according to Luke, the sixteenth chapter.  Glory to you, O 
Lord!  I’m reading from Eugene Peterson’s The Message, which is a 
paraphrase of the Bible, not an actual translation. 
 
There was once a rich man who had a manager.  He got reports that the 
manager had been taking advantage of his position by running up huge 
personal expenses.  So he called him in and said, “What’s this I hear about 
you?  You’re fired!  And I want a complete audit of your books.” 
 
The manager said to himself, “What am I going to do?  I’ve lost my job as 
steward.  I’m not strong enough to work, and I’m too proud to beg. . . .   
Ah, I’ve got a plan!  Here’s what I’ll do, so when I’m turned out into the 
street, people will take me into their houses.” 
 
Then he went at it.  One after another, he called in the people who were in 
debt to his master.  He said to the first, “How much do you owe my 
master?”  -- He replied, “100 jugs of olive oil.”  -- The manager said, “Here, 
take your bill, sit down quickly and write 50.” 
To the next he said, “And what do you owe?”  -- He answered, “100 sacks 
of wheat.”  The steward said, “Take your bill and write 80.” 
 
Now here’s a surprise:  The master praised the crooked manager!  And 
why?  Because he knew how to look after himself.  Streetwise people are 
smarter in this regard than law-abiding citizens.  They’re on constant alert, 
surviving by their wits. 
 
I want you to be smart in the same way—but for what is right—using 
every adversity to stimulate you to creative survival, to concentrate your 
attention on the bare essentials, so you’ll live—really live, and not just get 
by on good behavior. 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ!  (sit) 
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I like Peterson’s version of this odd story, but I want to point out (that) it can 
be “iffy” to read only a paraphrase—a retelling—and not a translation.  
Here’s the end of today’s reading in the New International Version, what we 
have in our pew Bibles: 
 
No one can serve two masters.  Either you will hate the one and love the 
other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You 
cannot serve both God and money.  Do you hear how different that is from 
the paraphrase?   
 
Paraphrases can be helpful for understanding ideas in easier language, but 
it’s important to remember that they’re not always true to God’s Word. 
 
Now back to the text.  What’s it all about?  A rich man just learned (that) his 
manager—his steward—hasn’t been turning in all the profits the landowner 
was entitled to.  So he fires him on the spot and demands an audit. 
 
Now the steward’s in trouble.  He thinks to himself, I’m not strong enough 
to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg—what on earth shall I do?  --Ah, I know!  
I’ll give discounts to everyone who owes a debt to my master, and maybe 
when they realize I’ve been sacked, they’ll take me into their homes. 
 
Surprisingly, Jesus says, The master commended the crooked steward 
because he acted shrewdly.   And the children of this age—both the 
steward and his master—are wiser in dealing with their own generation 
than the children of light.  Meaning the children of the kingdom, those who 
live in the light of God. 
 
Jesus isn’t praising the steward’s self-serving shrewdness.  He’s pointing out 
how quick the steward had been to do what was wise for his future.  He was 
comparing that shrewdness with the lukewarm lethargy of his disciples. 
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He might have been saying, Don’t you see?  The steward realized his life was 
going nowhere, and he took steps to protect his future.  What are you doing?  
I’ve been with you almost three years.  I’ve shown you God’s love for the 
lame, the foreigner, the outcast, the sinner, the demon-possessed.  I’ve 
raised the dead, fed the crowds, and told you about the coming judgment.  
And you dawdle on about your worldly business, as if all this didn’t make any 
difference! 
 
I want to interpret this story from a different perspective, in the light of 
God’s amazing grace.   
 
There was once an all-powerful God who created heaven and earth and all 
the things that dwell there.  The crowning glory of creation was when God 
created human beings in his own image; in the image of God he created 
them; male and female he created them.   
 
And God made them stewards over all creation, to care for it and nurture it 
and be sure it would thrive.  They did a so-so job of stewarding all that God 
called good.  But the truth was, they didn’t pay very much attention to God’s 
kindness and generosity.  They didn’t even respect the people he sent to 
teach them. 
 
Finally, God sent his own Son to them, hoping they’d learn from him.  But as 
you know, that didn’t work out so well either.  Instead of abandoning these 
sinful people, God persisted in loving them.  When Jesus realized he was 
going to die, he said to himself, I’m not respected enough to convince people 
to turn from their sins and follow me.  What can I do now before I die, so 
that God will welcome them into their eternal homes?  I know what I’ll do!  
One by one he called to himself the people who scorned or mocked him, 
those who ignored him, even those who would shortly nail him to the cross. 
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To these he said, I’ll be leaving you soon, and I want to make things right for 
you with God.  How much forgiveness do you need for your sin, and your 
sins?   
 
Most of these people simply walked away.  There were a few who answered 
seriously, Lord, there couldn’t possibly be enough forgiveness in heaven for 
my sins.  I’m sorry I didn’t listen to you and follow you.  – And Jesus said to 
them, Here, take your bill, and write on it “Paid in full.” 
 
Then Jesus called in his followers, his most trusted companions who had 
journeyed with him.  How much forgiveness do you need for your sin, and 
your sins? 
 
Thomas said, I need forgiveness for doubting you.  Peter said, I need 
forgiveness for denying you.  Judas said, I need forgiveness for betraying you.  
And to each of them, Jesus said, Here, take your bill, and write on it “Paid in 
full.” 
 
Then Jesus called in the souls of those who would worship him 2000 years 
later, and he asked them, How much forgiveness do you need for having so 
many false gods instead of me; for taking my name in vain; for doing and 
saying hateful, hurtful, vengeful things; for gossip and slander; for ignoring 
or condemning those unlike you; for failing to acknowledge my lordship and 
not worshiping me faithfully? 
 
And Jesus took in his hands God’s ledger book.  Next to each name, next to 
each of YOUR names, regardless of the sin, and the sins, listed there, he 
wrote, Paid in full. 
 
Thanks be to God! 
 


