
Easter 6, 2020, p. 1 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

Easter 6, May 17, 2020 (John 14:15-27; Ps 66:8-20; Acts 17:22-31; I Peter 3:13-22) 

 

Call to Worship (Psalm 66:8-20) The Psalmist promises to bring offerings to the 

Temple because the Lord has brought the people through a period of testing.  We are 

still in the midst of our “coronavirus testing,” and we can’t see the end clearly.  Can 

you follow the Psalmist in praising God?  Remember that the trials and “testing” the 

Israelites endured included their Exodus experiences (when they were in slavery), and 

the Exile experiences (when they were kidnapped to Babylon).-- Read responsively by 

whole verse. 

 

Praise our God, O peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard. 

He has preserved our lives and kept our feet from slipping. 

For you, O God, tested us; you refined us like silver. 

You brought us into prison and laid burdens on our backs. 

You let men ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, but you brought us  

to a place of abundance. 

I will come to your temple with burnt offerings and fulfill my vows to you, 

vows my lips promised and my mouth spoke when I was in trouble. 

I will sacrifice fat animals to you and an offering of rams; I will offer bulls and goats. 

Come and listen, all you who fear God; let me tell you what he has done for me.** 

I cried out to him with my mouth; his praise was on my tongue. 

If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened; 

But God has surely listened and heard my voice in prayer. 

Praise be to God, who has not rejected my prayer or withheld his love from me! 

 

**This is evangelism: telling others what God has done for you; he listened and heard. 
 

Confession of Sins 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy spirit so that, attentive to 

your word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 

fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another [or, if you are alone, 
say “in the presence of God and in unity with the whole Christian Church] 
 
Gracious God, have mercy on us.  In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 

unknown, things done and left undone.  Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live 

and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Pronouncement of Forgiveness 

May our Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 

you in eternal life.  Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn   

 
The Kyrie (“Kyrie” means “Lord”)   

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, 

have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy place where we worship, and for all in Christ’s body who offer now 

their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise 
 
Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man! 
Truly I’d love thee, truly I’d serve thee, light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
 
Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands, robed in flow’rs of blooming  

spring; 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, He makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 
 
Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight, bright the sparkling stars on high; 
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer than all the angels in the sky. 
 
Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of man! 
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,  Now and forevermore be thine! 
 

Prayer of the Day:  Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in 

heaven and on earth.  In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and 

give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 

 

Notes on the reading from Acts:  When Paul arrived in Athens, he was greatly 

distressed. Everywhere he looked there were altars to gods and goddesses: gods of 

moon, sun, stars, history, mythic characters, war, peace, rain, water, healing, death, 

modesty, rumor, impulse, and victory—to name a few!  The Athenians wanted to be 

sure that any god out there was acknowledged. (An ancient proverb said there were 

more “gods”—that is, idols—in Athens than there were men!)  On one altar was 

written: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.   

 

The most important temple in Athens was the Parthenon (PAR-then-on), atop the 

Acropolis, the most holy hill in Athens.  A short distance away was a meeting place 

called the Areopagus (air-ee-AH-pa-gus), where educated men and women discussed 

issues of philosophy, including theology (god-talk).  It was considered an honor to be 

allowed to speak at the Areopagus. Note that Paul attempts to show them the one true 

God not by confrontation, but by understanding where they are in their own thinking, 

and then engaging them in conversation. 

 

A reading from Acts, the 17th chapter (17:22-31) 

 

Paul stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said, “People of Athens!  I see that 

in every way you are very religious.  For as I walked around and looked carefully at 

your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN 

UNKNOWN GOD.  You are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what I 

am going to proclaim to you.  The God who made the world and everything it is the  
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Lord of heaven and earth.  He does not live in temples built by hands.  And he is not 

served by human hands, as if he needed anything.  Rather, he himself gives everyone 

life and breath and everything else.  From one man he made all the nations, that they 

should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history 

and the boundaries of their lands.  God did this so that they would seek him, and 

perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. “For 
in him we live and move and have our being.”  As some of your own poets have said, 

“We are his offspring.”  Therefore, since we are God’s offspring, we should not think 

that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design 

and skill.  In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent.  For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice 

by the man he has appointed.  And he has given proof of this to everyone by raising 

him from the dead.”  -- The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 

 

Notes on the reading from First Peter:  Consider these questions: how does your faith 

help you determine what’s right?  How does your faith give you courage when doing 

what’s right brings you suffering?  The early Christians were called to be steadfast in 

serving their neighbors; working for peace; and suffering in love even when living out 

their identity in Christ put them in opposition to the culture around them. Today, in 

the midst of COVID-19, people of faith are still at odds with the injustices that cause 

some to suffer while others are enriched.  But we have hope, because the love that 

raised Jesus from the dead is stronger than the hate and fear we might have to face. 

 

A reading from I Peter, the 3rd chapter (3:13-22) (Today’s New International Version) 

 

Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good?  But even if you should suffer for 

what is right, you are blessed.  “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened” (Isaiah 

8:12).  But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope you have.  But do this 

with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak 

maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.  It 

is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.  For Christ also 

suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.  He was 

put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit.  In that state he went and made 

proclamation to the imprisoned spirits—to those who were disobedient long ago when 

God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built.**  In it only a 

few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and this water symbolizes baptism 

that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body, but the pledge of a 

clear conscience toward God.  It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has 

gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand***—with angels, authorities and powers 

in submission to him.  The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 

 

**Think of the Apostle’s Creed, where we say, “He descended into hell/to the dead.”   

***Think of the Creed; “He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of  

the Father. 



Easter 6, 2020, p. 5 

 

Introduction to the Gospel (say it in your outside voice!) Christ is risen!  He is 

risen indeed!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

The holy gospel according to John, the 14th chapter (15-27).  Glory to you, O Lord! 

 

During his Last Supper with his disciples, the Passover meal, Jesus said, “If you love 

me, you will keep my commandments.  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another Advocate, to be with you forever.  This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him.  You know him, because he 

abides with you, and he will be in you.  I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to 

you.  Before long the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me.  Because I 

live, you also will live.  On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you are 

in me, and I am in you.  Those who have my commands and keep them are the ones 

who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love 

them and show myself to them . . .   

 

Those who love me will obey my teaching, and my Father will love them, and we will 

come to them and make our home with them.  Whoever does not love me does not keep 

my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent 

me.  I have said these things to you while I am still with you.  But the Advocate, the 

Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and 

remind you of all that I have said to you.  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 

you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do 

not let them be afraid.” 

 

This is the gospel of our Lord.  Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon 

 

How does the Bible interact with our daily lives in the 21st century, two to three 

thousand years after it was written?  How are we supposed to understand words 

recorded in languages so totally different we can’t even read their alphabets? words 

written in a cultural and religious context completely foreign and often impossible for 

us to comprehend?   

 

The reading from Acts shows us the Apostle Paul doing his apostolic work, on a 

preaching tour around the Mediterranean.  (Note: the word “apostle” means “one who 

is sent.)  His travels have brought him to Athens, a city abounding with shrines to 

various gods.  The most important temple in the city was the Parthenon, dedicated to 

Athena, the goddess who supposedly watched over Athens. 

 

The Parthenon was located atop the Acropolis, the most holy hill in Athens.  Just a 

stone’s throw down the hill was a meeting place called the Areopagus.  There 

enlightened men and women discussed issues of philosophy, including theology—god-

talk.  It was an honor to be allowed to speak at the Areopagus. 
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Paul was greatly distressed to see that the city was full of idols.  He’d been preaching 

in the synagogue and the marketplace, telling the good news of Jesus and the 

resurrection—and those who heard him invited him to the Areopagus to explain his 

strange ideas. 
 
Look again at what Paul said:  Men of Athens!  I see that in every way you are very 

religious.  For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I 

even found an altar with this inscription:  TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.  What you 

worship as something unknown, I am going to proclaim (and explain!) to you. 

 

The Greeks worshiped every sort of god they could imagine—if they could imagine it, 

they created a god for it.  And that was all it was: an imagined “divine” being created 

of gold or silver, stone or wood—an image made by human design and skill.  A 

“graven” image which they worshiped. (Note: In Exodus 20, the First Commandment 

is followed by two verses about the worship of images or idols.  Some denominations 

count these two verses as the Second Commandment; they then combine the Ninth 

and Tenth Commandments,) 

 

In their polytheism—their worship of multiple gods—they’d established an altar to an 
unknown god, just to cover all their bases.  In case they’d missed a deity, they wanted 

him or her to know that they still acknowledged him or her.  No god or goddess could 

accuse them of not trying to be faithful in worship. 

 

Paul pointed out that there was indeed a God unknown to them, and that this God 

was the only God: a God who had made the world and everything in it and was the 

Lord of heaven and earth; a god who didn’t live in temples—or altars or images—made 

by human hands.  This God was the creator and sustainer of every living thing; Paul 

quoted Epimenides, (a philosopher from Crete), saying, “in him we live and move and 

have our being.” 

 

Romans 8:28 is one of my favorite scripture verses:  In all things God works for the 
good of those who love him and are called according to his purposes.  You might call 

this the “silver lining” of the black cloud of the coronavirus—could you perhaps use 

some of your down time, time that might otherwise have been committed to social 

gathering, to consider whether any sort of “idol worship” has invaded your life? 

 

Today’s gospel text follows immediately after last week’s gospel.  Jesus has eaten his 

Last Supper with his disciples.  He’s just told them not to be troubled, but to trust in 

him, because he’s going ahead of them to prepare a place in his Father’s house.  They 

don’t need to worry about how to get there, because Jesus himself is the way and the 

truth and the life. 

 

Now he says, If you love me, keep my commands.  I’ll ask the Father, and he’ll give 

you the Spirit of truth.  The world can’t accept him, because it neither sees him nor 

knows him.  But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.  
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Compare this with the unknown god of the Greeks: one unnamed god like all their 

others, created in their own image, or out of their own fantasy and desire.  One 

imaginary god to go along with all the others they sought to manipulate for their own 

well-being. 

 

Our God is the real deal.  From the very beginning he’s done everything he could to 

make himself known to his chosen people.  Through the patriarchs—Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob—through Moses and the miraculous deliverance from the Egyptians; 

through judges and kings, prophets and psalmists; through teachings and preachings 

and miracles in the Hebrew scriptures—in all these ways the One God strove to make 

himself known to those he’d created. 

 

And when all else failed, he came in the flesh, God-born-in-a-stable and laid in a 

manger, to reveal himself to those he loved.  Again he used teaching and preaching 

and miraculous signs and wonders.   

 

The greatest wonder of all?  “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  I do not 

give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them 

be afraid.” 

 

This God, OUR God, has made himself physically one with us.  He is in us.  He has 

now sent the Holy Spirit, who “will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I 

have said to you.”  

 

We received that Holy Spirit in our baptism, each one of us. We have been sealed by 
the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross + of Christ forever!  Our heads know that, 

but so often our hearts and spirits forget it.  Please, please, use this time of separation 

from the routines of life that are so familiar, and LET yourself be reminded of the 

intimate, passionate, un-dying love and presence of God-with-us, Emmanuel! 

 

The final step in God’s self-revelation was the crucifixion, when God himself died on a 

cross to show the world what true love looked like. 

 

In John’s gospel, Jesus knew what awaited him only hours after his Passover meal.  

Chapters thirteen through seventeen are called his high priestly prayer, a combination 

of teaching his disciples and praying to his Father so those who loved him might begin 

to understand the Trinity, the Three-in-One God we worship. 

 

Today’s gospel names each Person of the triune God.  Jesus, the Son, says:  I will ask 

the Father. . . .  He will give you the Spirit of truth. . . .   I am in my Father, and you 

are in me, and I am in you.   There’s no way this God can be unknown!  These are the 

words of Jesus.  God—not some “unknown god,” but our God—so loved the world that 

he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish, but may 

have eternal life.  Thanks be to God! 
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Sermon Hymn 

 

 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ.  Living together in trust 

and hope, we confess our faith: 

 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead.   

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 

 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in 

all times and places, praying for the church, the world, and all those who are in need. 

 

Abiding God, you have revealed yourself to us in the form of your Son, Jesus Christ.  

Embolden your church, as your followers, to reveal your love to everyone in all that we 

say and all that we do.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

You are the creator of heaven and earth.  Renew the health of oceans, rivers, lakes, 

springs, glaciers, and other bodies of water that give life to your creatures.  Teach us 

to be faithful stewards.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

You call all people of the world your children.  Judge the nations justly, show mercy to 

the oppressed, and speak truth to power in all lands through your prophets.  Lord, in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

You come near to us when we are lost or confused, and you hear our distress.  We pray 

for all who suffer in any way in the midst of this crisis of health and economy.  Lord, in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Your commands are good and merciful.  Give us courage to take hold of our baptismal 

promises to work for justice, to advocate for the voiceless, and to free those who are 

oppressed and imprisoned in body, mind, or spirit.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

You remain with us always, O God, and your kingdom has no end.  We remember the 

saints who have gone before us (especially . . . );  unite us with them forever in your 

final victory over death.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prays. 

 

All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we ask you in the name of 

Jesus, your Son, who taught us to pray, saying, Our Father. . . .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Easter 6, 2020, p. 10 

 

Offering Hymn 

 

  
Benediction   

 

May the Lord bless you and keep you; may the Lord make his face to shine upon 

you and give you peace; may the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and 

give you peace (Numbers 6:23-26). 
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Sending Hymn 

 

 
Dismissal 

 

Stay in peace to love and serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 


