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      NEWS  FOR  ALL 

JOHN 

 

Mission Statement:  Saints united to be the body of 
Christ in the world, freed by grace to live faithfully, 
witness boldly, and serve joyfully. 

Pastor’s Ponderings 

The top ten reasons to attend Bible Study at  
St. Stephen: 
 

10. It’s amazing how much people laugh, and sometimes how 

 much they argue, loudly. 

  9. You get to know some of the ancestors of our faith, like  

 Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

  8. You learn that some Bible stories don’t seem to fit in with 

 modern life. 

  7. You learn that some Bible stories DO fit in with modern life. 

  6. You might learn to distinguish between #8 and #7—and you 

 might be surprised! 

  5. You learn that there really are no dumb questions; anything 

 goes.  (Anything!) 

  4. You get to know some more recent ancestors of our faith, 

 like Peter, Paul, and John. 

  3.  You learn the difference between the Hebrew scriptures 

 (what we all the Old  Testament) and the Christian scriptures 

 (the New Testament), and you learn that you can’t under

 stand our Christian faith, or Christ our Lord, without remem-

 bering he was a Jew. 

  2. You might find verses or stories that really speak to your 

 heart or your faith. 

  1. You might find yourself transformed (Romans 12:2), if you 

 let God work in your heart and mind.   

 

 

I have to say that this Wednesday evening Bible Study has been the 

highlight of my week (okay, every other week) this summer.  

There’s no pressure at all to share or to participate; some people 

just listen, and that’s just fine! 
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Pastor’s Ponderings Cont. 
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The other “new thing” we’ve scheduled this summer is the Thursday evening service.  It’s not 

for everyone; it’s casual, relaxed, with some discussion of the scripture texts for each week.  

Sometimes we sing contemporary songs with no accompaniment; sometimes we sing with 

Vern’s leadership on the guitar; sometimes we sing from the hymnal.   There’s no bulletin, but 

the Bible texts are printed so everyone can follow along (they aren’t always from the NRSV, 

which is used at St. Stephen).  Every service includes all the elements of Sunday worship: invo-

cation, confession/absolution, children’s time (or at least activity), hymns, scripture readings, 

creed (sung), prayers, the Lord’s Prayer, benediction, and communion once a month. 

So far we’ve had as many as 22 and as few as 7.  Some people come every Thursday; some of 

them also come on Sunday. 
 

Both the Bible Study and the Thursday worship offer wonderful opportunities for fellowship 

within the Body of Christ (which is the Church, the people, the communion—“being together 

with”—of saints, the fellowship of believers).   
 

More opportunities for fellowship are coming up:  for the Steam Show (August 25-27) each 

congregation needs volunteers at the food and ice cream stands); St. Stephen celebrates our 

125
th

 anniversary on September 10
th

; and both congregations will worship together at 10:00 

on September 17
th

, when Bishop Rick Hoyme will preach and fellowship with us. 
 

So I beseech (NRSV word) and beg (NIV word) you all, join in these opportunities for fellowship 

with sisters and brothers in Christ!  Make time to be with our Christian family!  And be blessed! 

The yoking of St. John and St. Stephen Lutheran Churches into  

St. John/St. Stephen Lutheran Parish ELCA, Edgar WI. became  

OFFICIAL on July 1, 2017.  There were special cake & coffee  

celebrations in each church to commemorate the event, on July 2nd.  

Mission Statement:  “Saints united to be the body of Christ in the world, freed 
by grace to live faithfully, witness boldly, and serve joyfully.” 

We rejoiced to receive 2 little ones through the  

waters of Holy Baptism recently!  

Harper Beth Bargender was baptized on June 25.   Her parents are Josh & Nikki Bargender 

 and her Sponsors:  Holly Bredemann and Wendy Geiger. 

Emerick Linden Mueller was baptized on July 30.  His parents are Matt & Andrea Mueller, 

 and his Sponsors:  Laura Stencil, and Maverick Mueller.   

—Pastor Gail 
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This year’s BRAT FRY was another success!  MANY thanks to ALL who donated money, 

helped serve, set up, sell food, and helped clean up.  Because of your help, we were 

able to donate $2362.00 to St. John’s general fund.  Who will step up to take over team 

LEADERSHIP for next year???  Your help is needed! 

At Breakfast in the Park on June 3 we served over 270 people.  On one 

hand it seems like that was a LONG time ago, and yet there is still a raffle 

basket waiting on the pew across from the secretary’s office for its lucky 

winners to pick it up!  Mouse & Pam it says this one’s for you!  Many 

thanks to all who donated, set-up, cooked, served, helped clean up and 

created  the wonderful gift baskets for raffle! 



             
   Page 4                                  GOOD  NEWS  FROM  ST.  JOHN                                           Good News! 

My Camp Experience 

By Griffin Treankler 

This last week I attended Camp Luther Park in Chetek, WI. It was from Sunday (June 18th) 

afternoon to Friday (June 23rd) morning. While there, I slept in the cabin Jerusalem B. The 

food was pretty good and we had dessert to go along with the food for every dinner. 

I had 6 other kids in my cabin and my counselor’s name was Aleks. Our schedule was the 

same every day except Sunday and Friday. Some of the activities we did were kayaking, 

swimming, and high ropes (which was an obstacle course in the air while you were har-

nessed in to the trees.) We also did others, but these were my favorite. 

The camp is located on a lake and is very well kept. The staff was very nice and I had a fun 

time going there. Words of advice are if you plan to go, make sure you know the weather 

before going. I learned a lot while being there and I hope others have fun going as well. 

Thank you St. John’s Youth Group for sponsoring my camp trip to Camp Luther and I hope 

others get to go as well. 

Thanks Griffin for sharing your camp experience with us.  We hope too that it 
will encourage others to go!  So glad YOU seized the opportunity... 

Coming SOON for our YOUTH is the opportunity to have fun serving together in the ice-

cream stand at THE STEAM SHOW August 25-27!  A sign up sheet has been posted and 

Lauryn Wiesman has already gotten “first dibs” on available time slots.  The more the  

merrier so don’t hesitate, join us!  

RALLY SUNDAY for our 2017-2018 Sunday School term is on the  

calendar for Sunday, September 10.  We’re getting ready to come back 

refreshed and revved-up for new adventures in faith as we begin anew 

in Sunday School!  Make sure to be here for this NEW BEGINNING!   

Blessing of BACKPACKS will be Sunday, August 20th.  We want to ask God’s blessing on 

our young people as they prepare to begin a new school year! 
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Women of the ELCA  (Continued…) 

 

Sunday morning’s worship service was also very moving.  Part of the service was the  

approximately 300 member choir, all being attendees of the convention.  They only had 

three practices.  Very moving. 

 

Now for some of the statistics:  We were told that there were 3,322 registrations and that 

1,123 were first-time attendees.  All 50 states were represented and 12 countries were also 

represented.  It was almost impossible to find people from your own group.  One of the gals 

from our conference I didn’t see again after we got off the bus until Sunday morning.   

The 11th Triennial will be held in Phoenix, AZ, in 2020. 

 

I am thankful and very appreciative for the help and support I was given to attend the  

convention. 

 

God’s Blessings to all, 

 

Bev Umnus  

There will be NO Bible Study in August.  It will resume on September 12, which is the  

second Tuesday.  The format will be a bit different for the women of St. John. going  

forward.   It will continue to be a COMBINED study of St. John and St. Stephen, which will 

meet EACH month on the SECOND Tuesday, of the month at ST. STEPHEN.   

 

It will be a bit different for the women of St. Stephen in that there will be NO dessert 

served.  This will enable us to focus more on the study and less on preparations. 

 

These things were discussed and voted upon by those that regularly attend from BOTH  

St. John and St. Stephen.  We have enjoyed warm fellowship and lively discussion as we 

have been studying together over the summer months.  Thanks to those who regularly 

come out to support this activity, and PRAISE GOD!      

Just an FYI:  When the current supply of communion cards runs out, we will stop the 

practice of recording who participates  (as have MOST ELCA congregations). 
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Sunday Worship time will continue to be at 8:30am at St. John, at least through October. 

Many have found it to be a pleasant change.  It was discussed and voted upon at the quarterly 

meeting on July 23rd.  St. Stephen will continue having worship at 10am.  

THE Antique Steam & Gas Engine Show is August 25, 26, 27 this year. 

St. John will be serving food from our 2 food trailers.  Plan now to roll 

up your sleeves and be part of the team! 

Mid-week Worship on Thursday evenings at 6pm will continue at St. Stephen through the 

end of August, as will the every OTHER Wednesday evening Bible Study at 6pm.     

 

The exception to this will be the week of August 14th when Pastor Gail is in LA  

visiting her family.  There will be NO Bible Study on the 16th and NO evening  

Worship on the 17th.    

The Blessing of Backpacks will be August 20th during the service, and Rally 

Sunday for our Sunday School will be September 10th.  There will be  a 

slight time adjustment for the beginning of classes due to the change of 

time for the Worship Service.  We would welcome new members to our  

team of teachers and helpers.  Interested?  Talk to Bonnie Bargender or 

Lavone Runge.    
2017—2018 

St. Stephen’s 125th Anniversary Celebration is Sunday, September 10 with the worship 

service at 10am followed by a meal at 11:30.  Sign up sheets are posted on the bulletin 

board.  Let’s rejoice with our Sister! 

Bishop Rick Hoyme will be preaching at a joint worship service held at St. Stephen on  

September 17th.  After the service we’ll share in a potluck meal.  Plan now to join us!   

There still is a need for people to sign up and help out with the mowing of the 

lawn for what remains of the mowing season.  Many thanks to those who have 

been working diligently to keep the grounds well-cared for!  Lets give them a  

little break and enlist some new “wranglers” for the mower.  Mowers are avail-

able in the shed for your use.  Sign-up sheet is posted.  No waiting! 
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Oh my paws and whiskers!  This is Miri, your St. Stephen Church Mouse, and I don’t know 

whether to be happy or horrified, tickled or terrified!  There’s a new Church Mouse at St. 

Stephen!  And he’s really big!  His name is Frederick.  (He’s so big he hardly looks like a 

mouse!)  I think he’s safe, he’s a poet.  There’s even a book about him, “Frederick” (by Leo 

Lionni).  And there’s an odd story—no, not “odd,” it’s “God”!—as Marilyn would say.  Pastor 

Gail was going through her book boxes last week and found this book that she bought at a 

bookstore a long time ago in Waupaca.  And in the front was a note to a boy named 

“Frederick” from his parents Caryl and Julio—and Caryl and Julio are the godparents of Pastor 

Gail’s son Paul.  (Marilyn, are you sure this isn’t odd??)  Well, anyway, I guess this Frederick is 

safe enough that I don’t have to be scared. 
 

Meanwhile, back at the church—oops, back at St. Stephen (because the “church” isn’t a build-

ing, it’s the PEOPLE) I’m supposed to let you all know that it’s your turn to leave messages for 

me in my backpack.  If you see me lying around the sanctuary, write me a note and put me up 

on the handrail by the pulpit.  Maybe Pastor Gail can help me read them all.  Summer’s half 

gone already and there haven’t been a lot of children at worship, but if you see any, be sure to 

encourage them to write “Miri Mouse Messages!” 
 

P.S.  This is Tully.  I think Miri’s been writing too many “adventures” and Twink and I haven’t 

had a chance to share OUR news.  So in the next newsletter look for the latest from St. John! 

I still haven’t found out who let the dogs out...where’s the beef...how to get to Sesame 

Street...why Dora doesn’t just use Google maps.   

 

Why do all flavors of fruit loops taste exactly the same...how many licks does it take to get to 

the center of a tootsie pop...why are eggs packaged in a flimsy paper carton, but batteries are 

secured in plastic that’s tough as nails.   Light bulbs too are in a flimsy carton, but did you 

ever buy scissors?  You need scissors to cut into the packaging of scissors! 

 

I still don’t understand why there is Braille on drive-up ATMs, or why “abbreviated” is such a 

long word; or why there is a D in ‘fridge’ but not refrigerator…   

 

 

 

Why is lemon pudding made with artificial flavor and yet dishwashing liquid is made with real 

lemons.  And why do you have to “put your two cents in” but it’s only a “penny for your 

thoughts”—where’s that extra penny going???   

 

 

(These are just a few tidbits passed on to me that I thought I’d share…) 
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Reflections from Rose  

I think it’s exciting to hear about what’s going on at the Wednesday evening  

Bible Study at St. Stephen!  We have a Bible Study at the church I attend on 

Wednesday evenings too, but I may have to try and drop in at St. Stephen’s on a 

Wednesday evening for study anyway... 

God’s word is important; important to Him, important to us, important to the furtherance 

of His kingdom here on earth.  It’s important to ponder it, to discuss it, to encourage and 

challenge each other to take a closer look, and to apply it to our everyday walk. 
 

It was my privilege to attend a conference in Wausau last weekend that was given by Voice 

of the Martyrs, an organization that is committed to helping those who are followers of 

Christ in places where the Christian faith is discouraged, restricted, or even persecuted right 

now.   
 

One of the speakers that day was Sarah, from China.  She told of being kicked out of her 

home when she was a child along with her mother, because her mother came to the place 

in her life where she put her faith in Jesus Christ, and desired to live out her Christian faith. 
 

As in adult, Sarah was the editor of an underground Christian newspaper in China as she 

lived out her own faith.  As a result of her activities to help other believers to follow Christ 

and know God’s word, she was imprisoned for 6 years.  By God’s grace & strength she per-

severed, remembering how Christ had suffered so much on her behalf.  
 

It was humbling to me to hear of how she and others that were present, needed to be so 

strong to be able to live out their faith, to be able to hear, to hold, or to have even bits of 

God’s word in their possession.  When asked what we can do to help and encourage them, 

they ask for our prayers.  Not that the persecution would end, but they would remain  

faithful, and persevere.  Also that they would be bold to share the Gospel with others 

whenever there is whom an opportunity. 
 

It was amazing too, to hear of how there were instances of divine protection when boxes of 

Bibles were being taken to believers in smaller, remote villages in India.  God wants His  

people, ALL people, to be able to know Him through His word. 
 

So keep it up church; study, ponder, discuss (even loudly) God’s Word.   
 

WE are blessed!    
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