
     GOOD  NEWS   FROM   S                

 

 

Feb./March 

2019 
   
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 

9:00am 
 

Sunday School  

9:15am—10:00am 
(during the school year) 

 

Holy Communion 

1st  & 4th Sunday 
 

PASTOR 

Gail Sowell 
Office Hours: 9am-1pm 

Tuesday-Friday 

(And by appointment) 
 

                                                             

 

 

SECRETARY’S HOURS 

Monday-Friday 

9:00-1:00 
 

ADDRESS 

120500 County Road N 

Edgar, WI 54426 
 

PHONE/EMAIL 

715-352-2524 

 

EMERGENCY PHONE 

715-352-2492 
 

stjohnelca@gmail.com 
 

WEBSITE  

www.stjohnelcaedgar.org 
 

Items for print MUST be  

submitted by the 20th of  

the preceding month. 

 
 

 

      NEWS  FOR  ALL 

JOHN 

Pastor’s Ponderings 

Sabbath!  After creating everything during the course of six days, God rested 

on the seventh day.  Later on God ordained a day of rest for all people and 

animals: “Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy” (the 3
rd

 command-

ment).  And Jesus said, “The sabbath was made for humankind” (Mark 2:27). 

 

Sabbath was exactly what Rose and I needed when we began our cruise from 

Miami to Los Angeles, fourteen days at sea.  For the first three days we 

napped frequently and slept late (sometimes even past 7:00 a.m.!).  It made 

us realize how exhausting our schedules had been, and how exhausted we 

were; and we vowed to take more sabbath rest and take better care of our 

schedules from now on.  (We’ve also banished the word should from our vo-

cabulary!) 

 

The cruise was refreshing to body, mind, and soul.  We had a balcony off our 

stateroom and enjoyed coffee and devotions outside every morning.  There’s 

something really healing about praying on the sea with no land in sight, realiz-

ing how God—who tamed the chaos of the waters in Genesis 2—can bring 

peace to those who seek him.  We saw God’s hand everywhere on our jour-

ney: in nature, in and among our fellow passengers, in foreign cultures we 

visited on our shore excursions.   I took along two Thrivent t-shirts and one 

from St. Stephen; and each of them sparked conversations with other people, 

both passengers and serving staff.  Even though I was definitely on vacation, I 

did some ministry along the way.  – One sad discovery was the absence of a 

chapel.  I had sailed on the Norwegian Star ten years ago and celebrated a 

Sunday service in the chapel; but when they refurbished her last year, they 

decided not to include a chapel because “so few people used it.” 

 

Tully (the original church mouse!)  

went everywhere with us, and we’ll 

let him tell you of his adventures  

in his own column.  Our cabin steward  

became very fond of Tully, moving him  

from place to place to be sure his trip  

was as fulfilling as ours.  Playfulness and  

a sense of fun is one thing that Rose and  

I share.  We took five different games  

along and played all of them;  

Yahtzee and Ticket to Ride are our current favorites,  

and we were pretty evenly balanced in wins and losses.  (continued…) 
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Cont. Pastor’s Ponderings 

ALL are invited and encouraged to join us in our Lenten Journey.  Each Wednesday during 

Lent you are invited to join us for Soup Supper at 5pm followed by Worship at 6pm.  

These Mid-week gatherings will be held at:  

 St. John on March 6th and 20th, and April 3rd.   

 St. Stephen on March 13th, 27th and April 10th.  

Our last three days were spent in the L.A. area with Paul and his family.  It’s amazing to me that seven 

years ago the twins were still in the Neonatal ICU at the UCLA Medical Center!  Logan is a budding crea-

tive construction engineer, building large and complicated stacking domino “contraptions,” as he calls 

them.  Nathaniel read to me one of Paul’s favorite childhood books, A Dozen Dinosaurs, pronouncing 

twelve different species correctly and explaining some historical discoveries that had been made since 

Paul was a child.  (Can you pronounce ankylosaurus and pachycephalosaurus?)  Originally I thought 

Rose was just being a good sport when she agreed to extend her vacation time to include my family—

but now I realize how much “grandma” experience she’s had: the boys (as well as Paul and Deb) loved 

her! 
 

It was a trip of a lifetime (the only comparable experience for me was our trip to the canyon-lands in 

2015)—but as always, it’s good to be back.  I’m so thankful that Edgar is “home”! 

The ANNUAL MEETING of St. John ELCA was held on January 20, 2019.  The following FUNDRAISERS are 

scheduled to take place in 2019: 

 *Brat Fries—May 31 AND June 7, 2019 

 *Breakfast in the Park—June 15, 2019 

 *Steam Show Food Stand AND Ice Cream Stand—August 23-25, 2019 

 *Pancake Brunch—October 

 *Packer Raffle—Dates and specific items are yet to be determined 

So save these dates and join us!  ALL helping hands are appreciated, and you will be blessed with 

friendly fellowship and the satisfaction of a job well-done as you participate. 

Pastor Dale Wilford was a blessing to the St. John congregation as he ministered two Sundays during 

Pastor Gail’s absence.  Many appreciative comments were shared, along with the expressed desire to 

have him return to minister again!  Many thanks Pastor Wilford!  

Join us for Holy Week:  
 Maundy Thursday Communion Worship—April 18, at St. Stephen, 6pm (no Soup Supper) 

 Good Friday Worship—April 19—St. Stephen at 1pm   AND  St. John at 6pm 

 

Celebrate our Lord’s Glorious Resurrection with us!  
 St. Stephen: 6am-Sunrise Worship    7am-Breakfast      10:30am-Easter Worship 

 St. John:       9am-Easter Worship 

Palm Sunday is April 14th and Palm Sunday Brunch will be served following  

the Worship Service until 11:30am.  Watch for sign-up sheets!   
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Come and join us for the 10th annual  

Walking Together event!   

This day of learning and workshops is designed each 

year for people from around the synod to worship and 

collaborate, hear about best practices in congregations, 

get inspired and experiment with new and creative min-

istries, and gain some helpful tools to use in their con-

gregations.   

What’s the Buzz? How EWE and your NEIGHbors can 

WRANGLE hunger during Lent! 

 

Our Northwest Synod of Wisconsin invites us to join 

other congregations in raising awareness about and help-

ing to heal the devastation of hunger.  St. John/St. 

Stephen are part of the Chequamegon Conference, and 

our assignment is to support fish farms.  Both Councils 

have recommended that our mid-week worship offer-

ings go towards this goal. 

 

At St. John the tradition the past couple of years has been 

that whoever provides the soup supper can choose how 

to spend the free-will offering for that.  I invite the cooks 

to prayerfully consider supporting our fish farms too.  -- 

See you on Wednesday evenings beginning March 6
th

! 

As followers of Christ, we have been called to show compassion to our neighbors and to provide 

shelter, clothing, and food whenever possible.  As we ponder the arrest, death, and resurrec-

tion of Jesus Christ, we remember the radical and powerful ways he changed people’s stories— 

from illness to healing,; from despair to joy; from scarcity to abundance.  The hope we have in 

Christ is a message we are called to share!  

This year as a “Holy Experiment”, Walking Together will take place in tandem with Christ Jam (the annual 

Middle School gathering).  The opening will be done in a cross-generational format, and, in addition to 

the traditional Walking Together workshops, there will be a few cross-generational workshops  (open to 

BOTH adults & youth!) in the morning.  After lunch the Middle School students will spend their afternoon 

time participating in workshops and activities of their own, lead by our Synod Youth Board.  If you have 

Middle-Schoolers (grades 5-8)  you’re encouraged to bring them along!  Students must be accompanied 

by an adult until lunch.  Cost: $25/person (includes lunch). 
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This is Tully, your world-traveling Church Mouse, trying to sum up the  

absolutely awesome and amazing aerial and aquatic adventures we  

had.  (If you wonder why everything began with the same letter, it’s  

because my human traveling companions played lots of word games.) 
 

I can’t believe I went to 5 different countries!  They wouldn’t let me go ashore, but I could see the ports 

from the balcony, and I heard about all their “excursions.”  They saw lots of birds and reptiles and animals 

(their favorite was the camels in Mexico; they even got “kisses” from a camel who came from Wisconsin!) 

(he was in a zoo or something and was sent to Texas, and this group CaboAdventures bought him with 

some other camels.  They had 37 camels, and the girls (that’s what I call Rose and Pastor Gail) could tell the 

people really loved the camels, they weren’t just a job.  And they spent a morning with horses, too, I think 

that was in Nicaragua.  That was an exciting port, there were a lot of singers and dancers on the dock and it 

was pretty loud and, I guess, very colorful.  And at the next port in Guatemala an orchestra was playing 

BEETHOVEN!  (at least I think that was what they said, it was some foreign name like that) 
 

Pastor Gail took pictures of me with all 13 of the “towel animals” Benny made (he was our cabin steward, 

and he was really nice to me)  She promised to make a book of me and my towel friends, so I can show you 

my own adventures.  I was a little jealous when she brought back a little mouse made out of seashells in 

Nicaragua, but he turned out to be okay, I was still the number 1 mouse.  They named him Timothy, after 

the mouse in Dumbo, they had a really good reason for naming him that but I don’t remember what it was.  

Stay tuned for my very own picture book! 

The next General Meeting of the Women is Sunday, March 3 immediately following the Worship service. 

Bible Study has continued to meet monthly, the next study is March 12th at St. Stephen at 1pm. 

The 2019 Officers are as follows: 

 President-Shirley Rosien  Sunshine Ladies-Bev Umnus, Linda Kovalik, Judy Totzke 

 Vice President-Vicky Finke  Altar Guild-Judy Totzke 

 Secretary-Lavone Runge  Funeral Contacts-Shirley Rosien, Bev Umnus  (Alternate) 

 Treasurer-Marion Werner   

We bid a fond farewell to our dear brother John Totzke as family and friends gathered for a celebration of 
his life at St. John on Saturday, February 16 at 11am.  A luncheon was served downstairs by the Women 
of St. John following the service. 
   
John was born on August 8, 1944 and was baptized at St. John on September 10, 1944.   
His confirmation was here on April 6, 1958.  
  
He will be missed here, but we are glad that he has safely entered the gate of eternal life, 
through his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

UPCOMING  EVENTS:  2019 Chequamegon Conference SPRING RALLY on  Saturday, March 30th, 2019 at  

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church—Holway.  The Theme is “Watchful Servants” and the theme verse is Genesis 3:7 

“As sonn as they had eaten it, they were given understanding and relized that they were naked; so they sewed  

fig leaves together and covered themselves.”   More details and registration forms posted on bulletin board. 

Registration deadline:  March 18, 2019      Cost: $15 includes lunch 
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Sunday March 3 we will welcome Abigail Drabek as she receives communion for the first time.   

It will be a joy to celebrate this special milestone in her faith journey with her family,  

sponsors and friends.  Come share in the Lord’s Supper with us!  

This view that you see right here, is what I reflect on A LOT 

lately!  It’s the view I woke up to almost every morning while 

vacationing aboard the Norwegian Star with Pastor Gail.  Our 

cabin had its own balcony over the water.  There were many   

It was an AMAZING time.  First, I was amazed by how worn-out we had arrived 

on board.  But our trip started out with 2 full days at sea, so we had time 

to take many naps, eat well, and be refreshed by the view of ocean as FAR as we could see, while being com-

forted by the soothing “ocean motion”. 

I was amazed again by just how refreshing and re-energizing being on board was.  We didn’t have to plan a 

meal or clean up after our sumptuous fare.  Our cabin was self-cleaning  (well, at least Benny did all the  

upkeep HIMself) and he was always friendly and welcoming as he did it (whenever we encountered him any-

way).  He would even ask us about our daily adventures and then LISTEN as we babbled on about how won-

derful they had been.   

times of morning coffee and devotions here, as well as being able to step out 

and be refreshed and awed by God’s amazing creation on a whim, whenever 

it beckoned us! 

There was a huge variety of things to do on the ship; there were excellent shows in a beautiful theater, musi-

cians performing a wide variety of genres in different areas of the ship, and informative talks about art, his-

tory, and the regions we were visiting. 

 

The best part though, was having leisure time and not HAVE to do anything—and there was no SHOULD-ing 

allowed.  Pastor Gail and I enjoyed the opportunity to play GAMES whenever we took a notion.  It was amaz-

ing!  Even when I was badly beaten, it was still fun.  Some of the crew members enjoyed watching and keep-

ing up on the standings of our competition. 

 

We had the amazing opportunity to see some of the countries we hear about (in the news often), and see 

them from a different perspective.  I embrace opportunities to see different people groups and get a peek at 

what their lives might be like. 

 

Of course, we also had the opportunity to see whales show  

off for us as we sailed along, and to liberate newly-hatched  

baby sea turtles, bidding them bon-voyage as we sent them  

into the ocean.  I must also make mention of our CAMEL RIDE  

on the beach—AMAZING! 

 

It was wonderful to meet Pastor Gail’s family in LA.  Her 

grand-sons are truly amazing.  Smart, Strong, and FUN. 

I’m amazed when I think of how tiny and challenging the  

beginning of their earthly journeys lives was. 

The transition back to reality was a bit tough , but it was SO wonderful to see everyone who makes this HOME! 
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