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      NEWS  FOR  ALL 

JOHN 

 Pastor’s Ponderings 

St. John/St. Stephen Lutheran Parish, ELCA    Joint Mission Statement:   
“Saints united to be the body of Christ in the world, freed by grace  

to live faithfully, witness boldly, and serve joyfully.” 

“God, give me patience—right now!”  Have you ever prayed that prayer?  I’m 

not sure it’s the best way to approach God; consider Psalm 90:4: A thousand 

years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by.  If that’s for real, my 

impatience will probably never be rewarded—at least not in this lifetime. 
 

I’m writing this on September 18
th

 for the October newsletter.  On my desk and 

office counter are files and folders and piles and puddles of paper and books 

and records, all things that need to be managed or completed before Rose and I 

depart for Kenya three weeks from tomorrow.  I just told Rose I’m beginning to 

panic, and her response was, “Not panic, just joyful anticipation!”  Right. 
 

Among the things that must be done before we leave is preparing four young 

people to be confirmed the week we return, on Reformation Sunday,  

October 27
th

.  The “Rite of Affirmation of Baptism” is the opportunity for them 

to “confess” (profess) what they believe—which doesn’t have to be what any of 

us believe.  If their beliefs are in line with the ELCA understanding of the Bible 

and the Church, these four will be invited to become “adult” voting members of  

St. John and St. Stephen. 
 

As I get to know Ella and Griffin, Sondra and Carly, I’m digging more deeply into 

my own faith.  This morning I buried a dearly beloved shut-in, and my thoughts 

are scampering between living and dying, between life and death.  In such a  

reflective mood, I want to share with you some poems that will be read at my 

funeral.  They may be heavy reading, but if you work your way through them, 

maybe you’ll be blessed by them as I’ve been. 
 

LOVE bade me welcome:  yet my soul drew back, 

Guilty of dust and sin. 

But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack 

From my first entrance in, 

Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning 

  If I lacked anything. (Continued . . . ) 



Cont. 
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“A guest,” I answered, “worthy to be here.” 

Love said, “You shall be he.” 

“I the unkind, the ungrateful?  Ah, my dear, 

I cannot look on thee.” 

Love took my hand, and smiling did reply, 

“Who made the eyes but I?” 

“Truth, Lord, but I have marred them:  let my shame 

Go where it doth deserve.” 

“And know you not,” says Love, “who bore the blame?”  “My dear, then I will serve.” 

“You must sit down,” says Love, “and taste my meat,” 

So I did sit and eat. 

                                                       by George Herbert 

Pastor’s Ponderings 

Do you hear Love welcoming the sinner to eat a meal (himself) served by Love himself?  That idea still 

sometimes blows me away. 
 

The next author, George MacDonald (1824-1904), wrote a book of 366 sonnets (one for each day of the 

year) entitled Diary of an Old Soul.  These three are from January 27-29
th

: 
 

 Yestereve, Death came, and knocked at my thin door. 

 I from my window looked: the thing I saw, 

 The shape uncouth, I had not seen before. 

 I was disturbed—with fear, in sooth, not awe; 

 Whereof ashamed, I instantly did rouse 

 My will to seek thee—only to fear the more: 

 Alas! I could not find thee in the house. 
 

 I was like Peter when he began to sink. 

 To thee a new prayer therefore I have got--  

 That, when Death comes in earnest to my door, 

 Thou wouldst thyself go, when the latch doth clink, 

 And lead him to my room, up to my cot; 

 Then hold thy child’s hand, hold and leave him not, 

 Till Death has done with him forevermore. 
 

 Till Death has done with him?  Ah, leave me then? 

 And Death has done with me, oh, nevermore! 

 He comes—and goes—to leave me in thy arms, 

 Nearer thy heart, oh, nearer than before! 

 To lay thy child, naked, new-born again 

 Of mother earth, crept free through many harms, 

 Upon thy bosom—still to the very core. 
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This last poem I myself wrote in September, 1995, at the very beginning of my seminary studies, when I was 

overwhelmed by the thought of being called by Christ. 

 

Cleric  

(clergy shirt and tab collar) 

 

Put on the collar of Christ! 

(How dare I?) 

Open the package and take out the pins. 

(Nails like these pierced His hands and His feet.) 

Take out the tab and set it aside. 

(Once I don it, my life will be changed.) 

How do these buttons come undone? 

(His robe had no buttons, had no seam.) 

Now put your arms into the sleeves. 

(Just so He stretched out His arms on the Cross.) 

Fasten it up, button them all. 

(Put on with this the whole armor of Christ.) 

Now for the tab, make it official. 

(He bore a Crown of Thorns—why do I cringe?) 

Now you are dressed, go out in His Name. 

(O Lord, have mercy!  I am a sinner!) 

He’ll make you ready, trust in His promise. 

(Abba, I cannot!  I am not worthy!) 

Because He died for you, you can go serve Him. 

(Father, forgive me, strengthen my weakness.) 

Now go in peace, serve the Lord. 

(Thanks be to God!) 

Pastor’s Ponderings  (Conclusion)  

Hey, it’s our turn!  We are the St. Stephen Church Mice M IRI AND FREDERICK AND CLEO 

AND PATRICK and we haven’t had a chance to sound off for a while!  All that nonsense about 

toads at St. John (and now we hear they have a flock of DUCKS!)  But we want to share how 

excited we are about the beginning of SUNDAY SCHOOL!  And now that the kids are in wor-

ship after Sunday School we hope they’ll be eating snacks so we can crawl under the pews and 

munch and crunch.  (We’ll try to be quiet so we don’t disturb you)  It was a very long summer 

without many children around, so we are very happy.  Oh-oh, I think Pastor Gail doesn’t like 

the idea of us munching and crunching while everyone’s worshiping.  I think maybe she’s going 

to HIDE us instead!  Well one way or another we’ll see you in church! 

Adventures of the Church Mice . . . 
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BLESSING OF BACKPACKS was during the service on Sunday, Sept. 8th, which was 

RALLY SUNDAY!  We welcomed back our SUNDAY SCHOOL students and their teachers. 

We asked God’s blessing on them, as well as on ALL students, teachers and administra-

tors for the 2019-2020 school year.  

 

Pastor Gail invited all students, teachers, and administrators out into the aisle of the 

sanctuary, and the congregation gathered around them to pray.  84 were in attendance.    

St. Stephen also returned to their regular worship time of 10:30am. 

 Sunday, Oct. 13th, 8am—12:30pm, St. John ELCA 

All you can eat Potato and Buttermilk Pancake Brunch !  

As always it will feature all-you-can-eat Potato & Buttermilk pancakes, served with REAL Maple Syrup, Sausage, 

Cheese, Applesauce, Bars, Coffee and Milk.   
 

There will be homemade pies available for purchase and a Basket Raffle which offers a wide variety of creative 

collections.    

 

Adults—$7.00  ($8 at the door)  Children—(6 - 12 yrs) $4.00  5 yrs. & under FREE! 

$1 each $6 for 7 $10 for 15  $20 for 35 

ALL tickets are available in advance.  This is a THRIVENT Action Team Project 
For Ticket information Call:  715-352-2524 

Sign up sheets are posted...Fliers are available on the table in the Narthex for you to post/hand out. Much 

appreciation to those who have already been working to get the word out! 

 

Your Raffle Basket Creations need to be to church by October 6th.  Thanks!  

We returned to our regular worship time of 9am on Sept. 8th ! 

Lana Strasser & Assistant 

 Co-teachers 4K/5K 

Michelle Hollatz & Assistant 

 1st & 2nd grades 

Vicky Finke & Niaomi Treankler 

 4th grade 

Bonnie Bargender—5th Grade 

Marianne Mueller—6th, 7th & 8th grades 

Pastor Gail —9th grade Confirmation Class 

Niaomi Treankler—sub/assist as needed 

Morgan Mueller & Shae Wiesman 

 Floats/Subs 

Lana Strasser—Music Director 



 

PIES, PIES, PIES!  The WOMEN will be selling homemade pies again at the ANNUAL POTATO  

& BUTTERMILK PANCAKE BRUNCH on Sunday, October 13th.  They always “sell like hot-cakes”  

so we’d appreciate MANY yummy donations.  Men, we’d gladly receive YOUR pie donations too!   
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* * * Election of Officers will take place at the Quarterly Meeting.   Available positions:  Vice President (1)-3 yr. 

 term) Treasurer (1)-3 yr. term, Deacon (1)- 3 yr. term, Trustee (1)-3 yr. term, Finance Committee (3) - 

 2 yr. term, Auditing Committee (3)-1 yr. term Cemetery Board (1)-3 yr. term, Parish Ed  (4)-1 yr. term. 

 

Nominations can be made now.  MAKE SURE to get each person’s permission before nominating them.  You 

may nominate yourself if you’re willing to run!  

CONFIRMATION will be on REFORMATION SUNDAY, October 27.  Ella Bauman and Griffin Treankler will 

be reaffirming their Baptismal Vows in the service that Sunday.  

  

To add to the blessings of the special day, the Sunday School students will be singing special music during 

that service  They will be having special practices during Sunday School class time on October 6th and Octo-

ber 20th to prepare.  Parents are asked to make a special effort to ensure their students are here for the 

practices AND the performance!  It’s always a delight to see our kids participate in the service!  Many thanks 

to ALL who help make this possible. 
 

As we plan ahead, parents please be reminded that the Sunday School Christmas Pro-

gram will be on Dec. 22, the same Sunday as the Cookie Walk. Practices will be EVERY 

Sunday from November 3rd through December 15th.  It’s important that your  

child(ren) be at each practice.  If they can’t, or they won’t be able to be in the program, 

please let their teacher know right away so roles can be assigned accordingly.  
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Change for Change 
Change for Change is an outreach ministry that is based on similar 
programs that inspire people to build a better world through giv-
ing. This ministry supports charities of our choice by donating spare 
change and other small contributions. 
  
It is are based on the idea that small change – the extra coins lying around under couch cushions, 
in coat pockets, and in desk drawers – can be used to make big changes in our communities.  
This ministry focuses on making charitable giving more fun, accessible, and transparent while also 
supporting local charities in need where small donations have a meaningful impact.  
In other words, it helps people use their change...for change  

Minnesota comedian and ventriloquist 

David Malmberg will perform Sunday Oc-

tober 13, 2019 at 1:00 p.m. at the Edgar 

Public School Auditorium.  The show is 

sponsored by the Edgar Fine Arts Associa-

tion.  Tickets are $10.00 at the door. 

The Sound of Music is being presented by Columbus Catho-

lic High School in Marshfield at their Hugh J. Deeny Auditorium 

on Friday, October 11th—Sunday, October 13th.  7pm perform-

ances on Friday & Saturday and a 1pm performance on Sunday. 

Tickets available an hour before each show.   

Age 19 & up:  $10, Ages 7-18:  $6,  6 & Under:  FREE  

Fully Loaded baked Potato & Walking Taco Bar—October 16, 

at St. John Catholic Church Dining Hall, Edgar, from 4pm—

6:30pm.  Adults-$8.00, Children under 12-$5.00.  Proceeds to 

benefit St. John Youth Group.  Carry outs available. 

Call:  715-352-3111 

All you can eat Italian Dinner—Hope Lutheran Church, 

Saturday, October 19, serving from 4:30pm—7:30pm.  Meal 

includes Spaghetti, Chicken Manicotti, Garlic bread, Salad, 

Dessert.  Freewill offering proceeds will go to Local Mission 

projects, and to the New Worship Center. 

��������

Golden Ladle Soup Contest, Sunday, Oct. 20th 

at Stark’s Floral.  Looking for soup makers.  Call if 

you’d like to bring your favorite soup.  Serving at 

1pm.  Live Stream Packer Game at 12 noon. 

All proceeds go toward the Edgar Holiday Parade.   

Call to enter:715-352-2577 

REMEMBERING  THE  SAINTS,  

All Saints Sunday, Nov. 3rd 

You are invited to submit the names  

of loved ones who have died, whose memory 

you would like to celebrate.  Please make 

sure names are submitted to Pastor Gail or 

the secretary by Sunday, October 27th. 

I (we) ___________________________________wish to honor: 

 

Name(s):  __________________________________ 

 

Relationship:_______________________________ 

 
Please turn in to office by Sunday, October 27th. 
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A Letter from “Huguette” living in Kpokorta Village, Central African Republic— 
 Reporting how she and her family have been helped through the ministry of ELCA World Hunger. 
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Huguette’s letter continues: 

The above letter, forwarded to us from the Synod office, just made me reflect back on Pastor 

Gail’s 20th Anniversary of Ordination and the gifts received that were to go toward building 

wells in Malawi.  We received the following information from the Synod back in August when 

Pastor Gail inquired how the well-building effort was going—  

Gail, 

The 20th Anniversary campaign to raise money for two wells in Malawi has gone extremely well! As of today the total 
we have raised is $23,480. Certainly enough for two wells. It will be up to Bishop Bvumbwe to let us know when the 

appropriate time to dig those wells is so that we can wire the funds as directed by him. 

Isn’t it a huge BLESSING to have been a part of that?!  Just think how much a source of clean drinking water 

meant to Huguette, her family, and ALL who traveled through her village—and multiply it.  How wonderful to 

be part of that positive impact.  LIFE-CHANGING!  
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Homme Home in Wittenberg has been the recipient of gifts from our “Operation 

Christmas” giving for many Christmas-es in the past.  Helping to CHANGE LIVES?  

You bet!   

 

Jesus calls himself “Living Water”.  Our bodies have a continual need for water.  When we 

have thirst for water, we drink, and it restores our bodies.  When we have a spiritual drought, 

we need only go to Jesus and he will restore our soul. 
 

God tells us in His word, “Whoever believes in me, as the scripture has said, streams of living 

water will flow from within him” (John 7:38).  

  

This does not mean physical H2O, of course, but rather ministering LIFE to those around us by 

the power of His Holy Spirit.  It may be helping to provide fresh drinking water in AFRICA, or 

helping young people in Wittenburg to have HOPE and to thrive.  

 

Speaking of Africa, I’m so EXCITED about our upcoming vacation adventure, I suppose I should 

start packing!  As always, you’ll go with us in our thoughts and prayers.  Be well and STRONG 

In the Lord.  Until next time… Kwaheri Rafiki! Rose 
 (Swahili for “Goodbye friend”) 

We are created in God’s image.  
To be perfect is to be whole. 
To be whole is to be holy. 

And to be holy,  
we must be wholly His. 

 

Author-Unknown 

Submitted by Pastor Gail 
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  OFFICERS  OF  ST.  JOHN  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  ELCA 

 

           Serves THROUGH 

President (3yr.)    Steve Robers  2019   715-352-3251 

Vice President  (3 yr.)   Cal Tackes  2019   715-574-1338   
   

  

Council Secretary (3 yr.) Vicky Finke  2021   715-370-2607 

Treasurer (3 yr.)  Bev Umnus  2019   715-223-7983 
  

Deacons (3 yr.)  Sharon Schumacker 2020   715-574-3793   

        Shirley Rosien  2019   715-574-3277 

    Cheryl Leffel  2021   715-551-8808 

     
     

Trustees (3 yr.)  Dan Leffel  2020   715-571-4192   

    Open   2019    

    Mark Bargender 2021   715-680-0540 
       

Financial Secretary (3 yr.)   Jennifer Drabek 2021   715-551-3584 
     (appointed) 

 

Finance Committee (2 yr.) Marion Werner 2019   715-687-4370 

    Sonia Heidmann 2019   715-680-1510 

    Jennifer Drabek 2019   715-551-3584  

    Vicky Finke  2020   715-370-2607 

    Tammy Literski 2020   715-352-3282 

    Leon Werner  2020   715-352-2134 
     

Auditing Committee  Naomi Sebold     715-223-4625 

(yearly)   Troy Wiesman              1-715-897-4589 

    Leon Werner     715-352-2134   

 

 

Endowment Fund  Lana Strasser     715-551-2233 
 

Memorial & Improvement 

Funds Treasurer (appointed) Cindy Manecke   2019   715-581-2468 
 

Cemetery Board (3 yr.) Leon Werner  2020   715-352-2134  

    Gerald Borchardt 2019   715-352-2938 

    Ron Runge  2021   715-352-2805 

     
     

Parish Education  Bonnie Bargender    715-680-0621  

Committee  (yearly)  Vicky Finke     715-370-2607  

    Michelle Hollatz             1-715-384-2281 

    Cindy Manecke    715-581-2468 
     

Luther League (appointed) seeking volunteers 
 

     
 
     



 

 

See Inside for Articles: 
 

       Page 1-3     Pastor’s Ponderings  

 Page 3 Adventures of the Church Mice   

 Page 4  St. John Family News 

 Page 5  St. John Women of the ELCA   

 Page 6  Looking Ahead 

  Confirmation/Sunday School News 

 Page 7 NEW!  Change for Change 

  Upcoming Community Events 

  Remembering the Saints 

 Page 8 A Letter from the Central African Republic 

 Page 9 A Good Report from Lutheran Social Services

 Page 10 A Bit MORE Reflecting. . . 

 Page 11 Current Officers of St. John 2019 

Please remember to check your bulletin for updates.  If you 

would like to have us e-mail the Newsletter to you, please let 

us know. 
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St. John Lutheran Church ELCA 
120500 County Road N 

Edgar, WI  54426 

We’re on the Web 
Www.stjohnelcaedgar.org

St. John/St. Stephen Lutheran Parish, ELCA     Joint Mission Statement:   
“Saints united to be the body of Christ in the world, freed by grace  

to live faithfully, witness boldly, and serve joyfully.” 


