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      NEWS  FOR  ALL 

JOHN 

 Pastor’s Ponderings 

New beginnings.  God said, “Behold, I am making all things 

new!” (Rev 21:5) “See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; 

do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:19) 
 

New beginnings.  God said, “Behold, I am making all things new!”  A 

new year for Sunday School!  Back to the original service times: 9:00 

at St. John (with Sunday School at 9:15), 10:30 at St. Stephen (with 

Sunday School at 9:30).  Teachers have been preparing for weeks for 

Rally Day and the start of classes.  A “big skit” scheduled for  

September 24
th

—the entire book of Jonah!  Needed:  older children 

and young adults to read eleven parts; younger children (and any-

one else) to manipulate puppets or cardboard cutouts.  Let your 

teachers and/or Pastor Gail know if you’ll help with this!  (I wrote 

the skit myself, and I think it’s pretty cool!) 
 

New beginnings.  God said, “Behold, I am making all things new!”  

This is our first new school year as a united parish:   

St. John/St. Stephen Lutheran Parish, ELCA.  God invites us, chal-

lenges us:  what new things can we do together to make a differ-

ence? in our congregations; in our community; in our world? 
 

New beginnings.  Our new joint mission statement says it all:  

Saints (as in St. John and St. Stephen) united (working, worshiping, 

fellowshipping together) to be the body of Christ (the people, not 

the buildings! in the world (God has great expectations for us!), 

freed by grace (God’s amazing, limitless, never-ending forgiveness 

and mercy) to live faithfully (what does it really look like to be the 

body of Christ, living and active at all times and in all places?),  

witness boldly (“preach the Word at all times; if necessary, use 

words!”), and serve joyfully (praise the Lord!  They’ll know we are 

Christians by our love!). 

      —Pastor Gail 

Mission Statement:  “Saints united to be the body of Christ in the world, freed 
by grace to live faithfully, witness boldly, and serve joyfully.” 
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So many things to share, so many hopes and dreams and plans for this “new year” which begins 

in September! 
 

� Worship times:  At St. John’s Quarterly Meeting in July, those present voted to extend 

the earlier worship times through the October Quarterly Meeting.  However, at the  

(very firm) request of Sunday School teachers of both congregations, St. John’s Council                   

has authorized us to go back to the start times of the past 2-/12 years (9:00 for St. John, 

10:30 for St. Stephen) beginning on October 1st.  This hasn’t been an easy decision for 

me (Pastor Gail), because of the vote at St. John and because there wasn’t time to con-

sult the entire Council at St. Stephen.  I accept any blame or guilt if this issue causes con-

cern for any of you.  We had gone round and round on it, and I personally needed to be 

done.  I ask your forbearance (see Colossians 3:13) and patience as we continue to iron 

out the wrinkles in being officially yoked and trying to work together as “one body”  

     (see Romans 12:4-5). 

� Bible Study continues every other Wednesday at 6:00 at St. Stephen.  The dates for the 

next few months are: 9/13, 9/27, 10/11, 10/25, 11/8.  The next week in sequence is 

Thanksgiving Eve, so we’ll have a worship service instead of Bible Study.  New dates to be 

published after that!   Please join us!  We have exciting discussions and all of us 

(including Pr. Gail!) learn new things.  There are no dumb questions!  Anything goes! 
 

Special Worship Services: 

� September 10
th

 is the day St. Stephen celebrates our 125
th

 anniversary!  We’re expecting 

150 people to come worship with us at 10:00.   A catered chicken dinner will be served at 

11:30, followed by live music, fun and games for the kids, and several hours of fellowship.  

(For those concerned Packer fans, Seattle is at Lambeau at 3:25.) 

� September 17
th

 we’ll have ONE JOINT WORSHIP SERVICE, 10:00 at St. Stephen.  St. John 

members, please note, there will be NOTHING at St. John that day!  Bishop Rick Hoyme 

of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin will be our guest preacher at St. Stephen, and we’ll 

celebrate his presence and our unity with a potluck following the service.  (Packer fans, 

we play at Atlanta at 7:30 p.m.)  I encourage, invite, and beg all members of both congre-

gations to be present for this worship time.  We don’t often have the privilege of hearing 

our Bishop speak.  (He’s a very entertaining preacher!) 

� September 24
th

 is our official Rally Day at both congregations.  To kick off our Sunday 

School year, we’ll have a skit on the entire book of Jonah (“puppeteers” and voices 

needed!), followed by commissioning of teachers.  This is the last Sunday of the earlier 

start time, 8:30 at St. John, 10:00 at St. Stephen. 

� October 15
th

 will be the date for the fall Quarterly Meeting for both congregations. 

� October 22
nd

 is Confirmation Day! 

� October 29
th

 the entire ELCA celebrates the 500
th

 anniversary of the Reformation! 
 

Please plan to be part of all these special days and celebrations.  YOU are part of the Body of 

Christ at St. John and St. Stephen! 
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Thanks Ella,  

for sharing this GREAT news about your week at Camp! 
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During Blessing of the Backpacks on August 20th, as our children participated  

in the Children’s Litany, they were reminded that God is with them at all times 

and in all places as they begin their new school year.   

 

 

We prayed God’s blessing on our precious students, their teachers, and school administrators.   

We concluded by asking God to bless each one gathered, motivating us to seek every opportu-

nity to grow in our knowledge and love of Him.   

 

 

Hear our prayer.  AMEN!   

A BIG thank you to everyone who worked in, or visited the YOUTH Ice Cream Stand  

at the STEAM SHOW last weekend!   
   

A special “thanks” again to Bonnie Bargender for securing a Thrivent grant that covered the 

expense of supplies for the stand.   
 

Our net income was $5,703.50.  Stand rent and ice cream expenses came to $2,583.65 for a 

profit of $3,119.85.  Not bad, considering the weather.  Thanks!  Niaomi & Shannon Treankler 

Many thanks to ALL who worked together during the STEAM SHOW last week-

end.  The weather was a bit unruly, but all went well thanks to the great team 

work!  Special thanks to Cal & Jayne Tackes who gave of their time and energy 

to lead the Corndog team in spite of family concerns at the time.  

  We want to offer our heartfelt appreciation to Shannon & Niaomi Treankler for 

  their wonderful leadership in this event, and also in the many events and activities 

with our youth over the past few years.  It is with some sadness that we receive the news of 

their decision to step down from leadership at this time.  And yet , we acknowledge the bless-

ing that they have been as they have lead our Youth with commitment, energy and enthusi-

asm.  Thank you for excellence as you have served!  God bless you...   

Along with our appreciation, you have our prayers! 

Leftover items from the Steam Show that are available for YOU to purchase at our cost:   

Water:  $3.68 per case of 40 bottles. 

Footlong Hot Dogs:  80 cents per hot dog, $4.80 for 6,  Footlong Buns: 52 cents per bun/$3.00 

for 6, Corn dogs: $9.90 per box of 16, and 1-1/2 jars of LARGE pickles.    

  

Questions?  Talk to Cal Tackes.  
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Next Bible Study—Tuesday, September 12, at 1pm. (at St. Stephen). 

Next General meeting—Wed. September 6, at 6:30pm.   

At the General Meeting on September 6 at 6:30pm, we will be revisiting the Bylaws and 

Constitution for the St. John Women of the ELCA, and will be voting on them.  Plans will 

also be made for the Pancake Brunch, and a date will be set for packing the kits for  

Lutheran World Relief.  We value each woman’s input, and would love to see MORE 

women in attendance at the Women’s meetings.  Please, come out and join us! 

A reminder;  as we go forward, for Bible Study we will combine with the women of 

St. Stephen on the 2nd Tuesday of the month (Sept. 12th) at St. Stephen, at 1pm.   

We have been blessed much as we have been enjoying the warm fellowship our dear sisters 

as we open the Word together.  We continue to use the Study that appears in the “gather” 

magazine of the ELCA each month. 

Upcoming women’s events:   

 Leadership Training at Bethany Lutheran Church in Rice Lake on Saturday, Sept. 16th.   

 Fall Retreat at Faith Lutheran Church, Marshfield on Saturday, October 28th. 

Save these dates, and join your sisters in Christ to see what God is doing IN and THROUGH 

them in their corners of the world, and be encouraged! 

Adventures of the Church Mice   

 

 

It’s time!  It’s time!  A “new year” with children coming back to worship and learn after a 

looong summer!  Do you know what that means for us church mice?  SNACKS! CRUMBS! 

NIBBLES!  Of course, that’s not the only reason we love our kids—they’re just plain FUN!  

And they usually bring their parents, too!  Parents may not leave as many snacks for us, but 

it’s a treat to scamper among those big feet under the pews.  We really try hard not to 

show ourselves, because we know (sad to say, and really hard to understand) that some 

people are scared of us.  Can’t imagine why!  We’re really harmless, and we can be very  

affectionate too!  If you see us, give us a try!  Honest, we won’t hurt you!  And if you listen 

real close, you might even HEAR us during the hymns!  We DO love music!  So---we’ll see 

you around! 

Ads continue to run to try and find a Worship Accompanist to take over for 

Louann.  No calls have been received in response yet.  Prayers appreciated!   

     Your Council Members care about YOU!  They extend their invitation to join 

them at Council meetings to share your thoughts and voice your concerns.  Meeting 

times are announced in the bulletin and on the monthly calendar.   



Reflections from Rose  
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Just an FYI:  When the current supply of communion cards runs out, we will stop the 

practice of recording who participates  (as have MOST ELCA congregations). 

It seems that FALL is in the air, but a need for mowing remains for a time yet.  Many 

thanks to those who have been working diligently to keep the grounds well-cared 

for!  Mowers are available in the shed for your use.  A sign-up sheet is posted.   

ColorVision sent St. John a check for $1,042.50 for work we helped to complete last month 

for them.  There were 2 workdays this month (August 14th & 15th) when 1500 pieces were 

completed!  Many thanks to those who come out to help on these workdays.  MORE HELP 

would be welcome and appreciated! 

Herbie & Mary Jo Werner hauled in 165.5 lbs. of aluminum cans for recycling  

this past month. At 50 cents per pound, that netted $82.75 for the General Fund.  

Thanks  Werners!  And, KEEP BRINGING YOUR ALUMINUM CANS! 

Sunday October 8 is the Pancake Brunch!  There will be a basket Raffle at that time too.  

So let’s get those creative juices flowing, it’s time to begin planning those enticing gift  

baskets!  We’ve already gotten the word out a bit at the Steam Show.  Some tickets and 

fliers have already been printed! 

I had a surprise blessing one day at the office a couple of weeks ago.  A group  

Of 3 teenagers and an adult stopped in.  After introducing themselves, they in-

formed me that their purpose that day was to pray for the needs of St. John!  

They had already prayed with Cal who was out in the parking lot, getting ready to do some 

mowing.  It just happened to be the day following his mother-in-law suffering a stroke the 

evening before.  So we prayed for you, the people of St. John, making special mention of 

the Youth because that was the age bracket of my prayer partners.  It was wonderful!  They 

explained to me that they were part of a movement called “Revive Wisconsin” and they 

were focused on Wausau and the surrounding areas at that time.  We had a good time of 

warm, friendly fellowship.  The adult member of their group just happened to be the 

church secretary of Highland Community Church in Wausau.  Who’da thought?!  Later that 

same day, I talked to Enola.  She mentioned that during her daily walk in Edgar, two people 

came up and joined her, and they were different people from that same group!  They ended 

up praying for her before they parted company.  I love it when I get a peek at what God is 

doing OUTSIDE the frame of my every day reference!  We have a living, BIG, busy, God!!   
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Copies of the NEW, revised Constitution and Bylaws for St. John ELCA are available to be 

borrowed and read before we vote on them at the Congregational Quarterly Meeting on 

Oct. 15th.     
 

Pick one up, be informed, and let us hear your VOTE! 

You can find them on the table in the narthex. 

We appreciate so much those who are ministry volunteers!  Our Greeters, Ushers, Readers, 

Acolytes, Deacons, and Trustees are VITAL when we gather together for Worship.  
 

After consideration of the role of our READERS (Lectors), Pastor Gail has decided to introduce a 

few minor changes to simplify the role as seen here below.  

Let’s use the following formula from now on, please: 
 

A reading from _______________, the __________ chapter.** 
 

That’s all.  No pages, no verses specified.  The verses are in the bulletin, along with the pages. 
 

When you finish each reading, say, “The Word of the Lord,” and the congregation responds 

“Thanks be to God.”  No need to say “here ends the reading” or anything like that. 
 

**Here are some examples: 
 

A reading from Second Corinthians, the third chapter. 

A reading from Ecclesiastes, the fifth chapter. 

A reading from First Kings, the nineteenth chapter. 

Now that the process has been streamlined, I bet there will be MANY new people anxious to 

try their “voice” at it!  We would love to have some NEW readers join the ranks.  Just let Rose 

know, she’ll sign you up, no waiting!  YOUTH this is open to you too!  If you’re a good reader 

who enjoys reading out loud, give it a try! 

 

 

A smile costs nothing but gives much.  It enriches those who receive it witout making poorer those who 

give it.  It takes but a moment, but the memory of it sometimes lasts forever.  None are so rich or mighty 

that can get along without it.  A smile creates happiness in the home and in the hospital, fosters goodwill 

in business and is the countersign of friendship.  It brings rest to the weary, strength to the sick, sunshine 

to the sad, cheer to the discouraged and is natures best antidote for trouble.  Some people are too tired 

to give you a smile.  Give them one of yours, as no one needs a smile so much as one who has none to 

give. 
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